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Introduction

Radio Satellite Corporation (URSC") hereby submits its

Opposition to the Notice of Proposed Rule Making (uNPRM")

released June 18, 1996 proposing to assign additional L-band

Mobile Satellite Service (UMSS") spectrum to the American

Mobile Satellite Corporation ("AMSC").

RSC designed its revolutionary RadioSat system in 1989 to

use AMSC's MSS system to provide a wide range of integrated

communications, broadcast and navigation services to the

public. AMSC, which was given a monopoly license by the FCC,

has denied RSC access to its system, depriving the public of

the many benefits of RadioSat services.

RSC respectfully asks the Commission to use the new

spectrum and the two unused L-band geostationary MSS orbital

slots assigned to AMSC to establish one or more competing

geostationary L-band MSS operators to serve the United

states. Only with this Commission action will RSC ever be
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able provide its revolutionary services to the public through

a U.S. satellite system.

Background

RSC designed its patentedl RadioSat system in 1989 to

provide a wide range of highly innovative consumer services

through AMSC's satellites. RadioSat services would have

included, among others, the following new mobile services -

most of which are not otherwise available to the public:

• Nation-wide digital audio channels

• Interactive radio

• Data broadcast services such as weather maps, stock and

sport reports, real-time traffic information, etc.

• Precise position on digital map

• Automatic real-time route optimization

• Wireless shopping

• Local emergency alerts

• Automated emergency assistance requests

• Integrated two-way paging

• Facsimile broadcasts

Thousands of people have test driven the RadioSat terminal

virtual prototype on the World Wide Web at

http://www.radiosat.com/radiosat/. Many have sent messages to

1 "Integrated Radio Satellite Response System and Method,"
U.S. Patent #5,303,393 and "Integrated Communications
ter~inal," U.S. Patent #5,455,823. Additional patents
pending.
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RSC expressing great desire for these services. A few of

these messages are included in the attached Exhibit. These

messages attest to the strong public interest in RadioSat

services and the RadioSat system.

RSC designed the RadioSat system to use AMSC's satellites

based on the Commission's stated desire "to allow the widest

possible access to [AMSC's] MSS system. "2 RadioSat services

could be provided inexpensively to every vehicle in North

America using just a fraction of the capacity of one

satellite. In contrast, AMSC's current services could be

provided only to a few hundred thousand expensive terminals,

at best.

RSC formally requested MSS satellite capacity for the

RadioSat system from AMSC3 on June 13, 1989. RSC repeated its

request on numerous occasions. AMSC never provided a

substantive response to RSC's many requests and interfered

when RSC attempted to obtain capacity on the Canadian MSAT.

RSC filed a lawsuit in Federal court on February 14, 1992

charging AMSC with violations of antitrust laws and of the

Communications Act of 1934. 4 This lawsuit is scheduled for

trial on November 25, 1996.

2 2 F.C.C. Red. 485 (1987) at • 30.
3 Integrated RadioSat services can be provided at low cost

only with the use of one or more high power geostationary
L-band MSS satellites. Because the FCC awarded a monopoly
license to AMSC for any such satellites to serve the U.S.,
RSC has no alternative source of U.S. satellite capacity.

4 "Amended Complaint;" Radio Satellite Corporation, Plaintiff
vs. American Mobile Satellite Corporation, Defendant;
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The RadioSat system would have been available to the public

t~ had AMSC fulfilled its common carrier obligations and

provided RSC with capacity on its monopoly system. The public

has been denied the benefits of RadioSat services as a direct

result of AMSC's failure to provide capacity to RSC.

~~Compet~~stationary ~~and MSS System

The only way that RSC can ever provide its innovative

services to the public through a u.s. satellite system is for

the Commission to establish a competing geostationary L-band

MSS system.

The Commission determined that only one geostationary L-

band MSS system could operateS before AMSC was established.

The Commission did not determine how many satellites should

be in this monopoly system. After AMSC was established

pursuant to FCC order, AMSC applied to construct and operate

three satellites. The Commission then granted AMSC a monopoly

license to construct and operate all three satellites without

considering whether all three must, in fact, be operated by

the same organization. 6

AMSC has launched only one of the three satellites it was

obligated to construct and operate under its license. It has

missed construction milestones for the two other satellites.

There is no reason why these additional satellites must be

5

6

United States District court for the District of Columbia,
CA #92-0405, June 30, 1992.
FCC 86-552, released January 26, 1987.
4 F.C.C. Rcd. 6041 (1989)
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operated by AMSC. Neither the Commission nor AMSC have

demonstrated that all three satellites must be operated by

the same company, or even that two of them must be operated

by AMSC.

AMSC's monopoly status is an anachronism in this day and

age. The Commission and Congress have devoted great efforts

to introducing competition in the communications industry

whenever possible. No less than three competing geostationary

L-band systems are under construction in Asia,7 and at least

two are to be constructed to serve the Middle East and nearby

regions. 8 Why is it that only the United States is to be

served by a monopoly?

RSC respectfully asks the Commission to use the additional

spectrum it proposes to assign to AMSC, and the two unused

orbital slots previously assigned to AMSC, to establish one

or more competing geostationary L-band MSS operators in the

U.S. Only in this way can the U.S. public benefit from

competition in the geostationary L-band MSS industry and, in

particular, from the RadioSat system.

7

8

Separate geostationary L-band MSS satellites to serve Asia
are under construction for PT Asia Cellular Satellite
System, Afro-Asian Satellite Communications, Ltd., and Asia
Pacific Mobile Telecommunications.
SatPhone and Etisalat.
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The RadioSat World Wide Web (WWW) site at

http://www.radiosat.com/radiosat/ has been visited by nearly

ten thousand people since going on-line in October, 1995. The

site features a virtual prototype of a RadioSat terminal that

visitors can "test drive" to tryout various integrated

RadioSat services.

The following e-mail messages received by Radio Satellite

Corporation (RSC) from RadioSat WWW site visitors demonstrate

the overwhelming positive response of the public for RadioSat

services. The messages are listed in the order in which they

were received by RSC. Each is from a different e-mail

address.

"Technology exists now; demand exists now. Should be a

winner if cost is within means of most car owners. Demo is

superb "

"I think it's cool"

"I would use most of the options"

"I like most everything. (Really.) I've been waiting

something like this for a long time. I hope it comes to

fruition."
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"Frankly, it's cool. Navigation and com functions are the

most attractive. Extra, or commercial free "radio" stations

are gravy."

"I like the positioning and maps. Also not losing stations

when you travel. I think it sounds great."

"I liked the concept, been thinking of something like it

since we live at the border with Mexico and have a high rate

of stolen vehicles, that when taken into Mexico, they are

actually bought by Gov. and never return them back IF YOU

DON'T KNOW THEY HAVE THEM !! I think if you go with a low

price with the terminals and a medium price for service

you'll do wonderful ..•. "

"Good luck!"

"I am an over the road trucker and would kill for a unit like

this in my truck."

"Get it available!"

"I'm researching investments on GPS technology. Yours appears

solid. I wonder what the general consumer would prefer, I

know my peers in the entertainment business (those of us who

love new toys) would go for it, wham bam."

"I LOVE IT BECAUSE

CENTRY"

IT'S COOL TECHNOLIGY FOR THE21 ST
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"Very comprehensive package. Capable of fitting user needs.

Similar to new services being offered on cable and Internet.

Good layout. Easy to use. Am very excited about this

technology. Have own business. This package (if affordable)

could be of great benefit to business owners that rely on

communication and transportation in the conduct of their

business. Great tool to turn non-productive time into

productive time. Great for office on wheels."

"I like the whole concept. QualComm offers some of these

features now, primarily to the trucking industry, and some

features are available from other providers individually, but

it certainly makes sense to integrate them into one package

as you propose. The only mystery is: why hasn't it been done

sooner?"

"Thank you for introducing RADIOSAT."

"Want to let you know we build motorhomes and I think this

will be great!"

or have DBS at home and love it .• r hope it's a hugh sucess so

the price stays affordable .. the radio sat is a logical

extentsion of sat broadcasting ... the interactive part has a

lot of promise ..• Good luck.. hope to see it on-line soon!"

"I do not want a satellite service to put the final nail in

radio's coffin. With the telecommunications bill, us

broadcast professionals have our dreams already taken away.

Not to mention LMAs,quadopolies,PCs,downsizing, and
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consultants .•. I have spent my life perfecting radio as my

trade, and I would like to see someone do something to make

radio better, not add 400 more "no talk" statons with "more

variety and joe blow in the morning". Please make millions

with the cell-phone and shopping ideas, but God, please don't

kill what little is left of radio."

"All functions are highly desireable."

"I live and travel in a motorhome. Having access to favorite

stations wherever I am would be great. This gadget will be a

BIG seller to people such as I who live 365 days a year in

their trailers or motorhomes. Where can I buy one ??????"

"I'm a definite future customer!"

"Your web page is fantastic! I took the test drive. What a

great example for finding your way. Washington dc. I worked

for ABC in that market for ten years. You won't believe the

number of times I spent going around traffic circles and

becoming totally disoriented!"

"I liked the Test Drive. It was really cool. I think this new

system would be really benificial to travelers."


